
Ecology and the Environment 
at Camphill in Scotland



About Camphill in Scotland

Camphill Scotland is the membership organisation for the 11 
Camphill communities in Scotland. Together, our members support 
more than 600 people with learning disabilities and other support 
needs, including children, young people, adults and older people. 
The communities are located in a variety of beautiful locations 
across Scotland, from Dumfries to Aberdeen. Each offers a 
supportive community life with personalised opportunities to fi nd 
purpose and belonging through a wide range of social, cultural 
and work activities. Productive and creative work plays a key role 
within Camphill in Scotland. 

Camphill has become a global movement, since the fi rst Camphill 
community was set up in 1940 at Milltimber, Aberdeenshire by 
Austrian Jewish refugees from the Nazis. The Camphill movement 
is international in its outlook with more than 119 communities 
now established in 27 countries around the world. Today there 
are 11 Camphill communities in Scotland, and people with 
learning disabilities and other support needs make a signifi cant 
contribution to the work of these communities, and to ecological 
and environmental activities which help to protect the environment 
and to build sustainable, environmentally friendly communities.

Why are ecology and the environment important to 
Camphill in Scotland?

For over 80 years Camphill has espoused a way of living that 
society today aspires to, as we seek to reduce our impact and 
demands on the natural world, and live together in a way that 
benefi ts our physical and mental wellbeing.

A focus on ecology, and care and consideration for the 
environment, have been key features of Camphill life from the very 
beginnings of the Camphill movement.

Across Camphill in Scotland the following themes are widely 
understood, and recognised:

1. The positive impact of different environments
      The natural environment, our built environment, and our lived            
      environment, can all potentially have a signifi cant role to         
      play in shaping healthy lives, and in creating and developing      
      sustainable communities.

2. The benefi ts of work
      Work and work activities have many therapeutic benefi ts,      
      and in Camphill communities they also make an important     
      contribution to protecting the environment.

3. The infl uence of the outdoors
 Clean air and sunshine have positive health benefi ts.

4. The benefi ts of Green space
 The use of green space for exercise and movement is   
 important to help improve mental and physical health.

5. Better food, better nutrition
 Diet and nutritious food are part of Camphill in Scotland’s   
 commitment to encouraging people to live healthier lives.

What is Camphill in Scotland doing to protect the    
environment?
Camphill in Scotland is actively engaged in protecting the   
environment through many initiatives and projects such as:

Raising environmental awareness to minimise the 
environmental footprint, and environmental burden, of 
the Camphill communities on the global eco-system

Undertaking bio-dynamic and organic farming and 
gardening

Raising awareness and understanding about waste and 
recycling

Promoting the shared use of resources such as buildings 
and cars

Managing spaces to ensure that they are used in the 
most efficient, and environmentally friendly, ways

Minimising food, goods and people miles and using 
e-transport 

You can fi nd out more about the ecological and environmental 
activities which Camphill communities are undertaking to protect 
the environment, and to build and develop sustainable and 
environmentally friendly communities on the following pages.



Camphill 
Blair Drummond

A diverse and exciting environment is nurtured on our estate 
here at Camphill Blair Drummond. We have a rich patchwork 
of areas of interests that hold true to our core values. 

After signifi cant investment in our kitchen garden, an organic 
framework and estate-wide composting system has increased 
productivity and green values and the range of produce we 
can grow. The building of a herbarium that doubles as a respite 
area is also a welcome addition to the community.

In our animals area an emphasis has been established to 
safeguard Scotland heritage in the direction of specialising in 
Scottish/British rare breeds.  Our husbandry and practises 
feeding into the way our estate is managed as a whole cycle of 
working.

Wildlife sightings have increased with Red Squirrel, Pine 
Marten and Peregrine Falcons frequently seen across the estate 
- all protected species and at risk in Scotland.

Our residential houses have been for some time heated by 
a biomass plant on site, saving energy, money and climate 
contaminants. As building work draws to a close on the new 
residential area within our mansion house, energy effi ciency is 
a prime drive for future proofi ng our community.

Beannachar 
Camphill Community

Beannachar has had a strong commitment to ecological factors 
from its very inception as a land-based community, with a 
biodynamic garden and organic farm at its core.

The latest expression of this is its new ‘passive’ offi ce building, 
made of locally-sourced straw bales with lime render inside 
and outside, and a lime-crete fl oor.

Beannachar’s Games Room is another straw-bale building 
with a turf roof, and other newer buildings are heated by 
ground-source heating and solar panels.

Beannachar has its own spring water and a reed bed system, 
which has dealt effi ciently with its waste water for the last thirty 
years.

Beannachar’s ‘Tools for Self Reliance’ workshop is a fl ourishing 
example of how long-disused, rusty and broken tools of all 
kinds can be cleaned and mended and sent on to support new 
starts in a developing country (Malawi). Any un-usable items 
are recycled and sold as scrap, so that nothing is wasted.

Every member of the community is involved with this approach 
to the sharing of, and caring for, resources.



Camphill School Aberdeen

CSA delivers residential and day services which provide 
opportunities for life-long learning to children and young people 
in an environment that acknowledges the value of circular and 
sustainable economies. The school works closely with the local 
community to ensure it supports a positive change in behaviours 
which aim to reduce the amount of waste, and to increase 
healthy lifestyles within the local community.

Here are some examples of how CSA achieves these aims:

CSA engages in local partnerships with community-based 
projects and other service providers to address food waste and 
food poverty. Some of these partnerships are across localities, 
and help create opportunities for vulnerable groups. 

The school is an Ambassador for the Circular Economy in the 
North East. This is a scheme undertaken by the Aberdeen and 
Grampian Chamber of Commerce to encourage different 
organisations to promote, and to deliver, projects that support 
the local Circular Economy. 

CSA delivers refi lling schemes to support a zero-waste strategy 
(foods and household). This scheme has prevented over three 
tons of plastic having to go to landfi ll every year over the past 
three years. (That is enough plastic bottles to fi ll up nearly six 
cargo Transit vans!).

CSA has switched some of its vehicles from fossil fuel to electric. 
As a result of this, the school now has access to a van and to 
two e-cargo bicycles, the latter being used for deliveries across 
the school’s estates, reducing its annual carbon emissions by an 
estimated 4 metric tonnes. 

The school has hosted a collection point for Terracycle, allowing 
the local community to access product specifi c recycling 
schemes. Over the past two years this has amounted close to 
approximately two tonnes of crisp packets, biscuit wrappers and 
oral hygiene products. 

CSA has developed, and runs, a care farm using organic and 
biodynamic practice. Equally, it delivers craft workshops that 
source their materials mostly by accessing the local circular 
economy.

CSA delivers a Bicycle maintenance workshop that upcycles and 
recycles bicycles in the locality. This project also encourages the 
public to use bicycles as their main transport. 

Camphill Corbenic
Corbenic is a community that is nestled in a very beautiful 
part of Perthshire. Of the hundred acre site, well over half is 
woodland. Much of the rest is organically certifi ed farm and 
gardens, which are worked in-line with biodynamic principles 
and offer meaningful work opportunities for those to whom 
Corbenic is home. 

The variety of terrain ranges from river bank and woodlands 
to open moorland and ancient hazel coppice. To make use of, 
and to fully appreciate this landscape, the Corbenic community 
has created a 3.5km path that meanders around the boundary 
of the site with poetry and sculptures along the way. This 
path forms the Corbenic Poetry Path and is enjoyed by our 
immediate community and the wider community, drawing 
many locals and tourists alike who come and enjoy a thought-
provoking walk through the environment. 

As well as encouraging this engagement with the natural 
world, Corbenic also considers itself to be an environmentally 
minded community which seeks to maintain and expand the 
diversity of its woodlands, engaging in regular tree-planting 
projects. Corbenic has an ‘Environment Group’ which  works to 
improve Corbenic’s environmental credentials with a number 
of projects large and small, such as the introduction of a cycle 
to work scheme, the return to glass milk bottles, and recycling 
and upcycling projects to name but a few. 

Corbenic’s facilities manager is busy with a number of 
feasibility studies to look at ways to reduce Corbenic’s energy 
consumption by producing its own green energy through solar, 
wind or hydro energy production on site. 





Loch Arthur

Nurturing and protecting the natural environment underpins 
all that Loch Arthur does. With a large biodynamic farm 
and productive garden, much of the food consumed in the 
community is either from Loch Arthur’s farm or is truly local. 
Loch Arthur is committed to sourcing many other supplies from 
local, eco-friendly, organic and/or Fair Trade sources. The 
community also supplies the local area with its own, and other 
producers’ local, Fair Trade and organic products.

Within the homes in the Loch Arthur community there are well 
established recycling systems. Loch Arthur has also recently 
invested in new stoves running from renewably produced 
electricity, rather than oil. The community will continue on a 
programme of stove replacement over the next few years. 

New buildings are built with an emphasis on energy effi ciency 
with high standards of insulation, renewable heating systems, 
and natural materials as far as possible. When the community 
undertakes renovations, it includes substantial upgrades of 
insultation and triple glazed windows. 

For a number of years, Loch Arthur has been working to create 
new wooded areas on its farm for shelter, to create wildlife 
corridors and to increase its source of sustainable fuel. In recent 
years Loch Arthur has been able to achieve a 50% reduction 
in feed concentrates used on the farm, reducing the carbon 
associated with its manufacture and haulage. The community 
has also installed a reed bed system to purify the waste from 
its creamery.

Loch Arthur is about to purchase its fi rst electric vehicle and, 
as further vehicles are due for replacement, it will do this with 
electric or hybrid vehicles.  The community has also recently 
installed a wood pellet boiler system.

Milltown

One of Milltown’s two houses is a wooden kit house, which 
the community built itself to high ecological specifi cations. The 
house includes a ground source heat pump system for heating 
the house.

One of Milltown’s three cars is now electric, with its own charge 
point.

One of Milltown’s day workshop activities focuses on restoring 
old hand tools. These workshop activities contribute to the 
‘Tools for Self-Reliance’, and to the ‘Global Concerns Trust’ 
charities. Kits of restored donated tools are sent to Africa for 
the use of disabled people to set up their own businesses, and 
to schools for teaching skills to disabled young adults.

Donated items which cannot be either used as part of toolkits, 
used within the community or upcycled within Milltown’s 
workshop are sold on or are passed on to other local 
organisations which can use them or sell them through their 
own charity outlets.

No pesticides are used within the grounds at Milltown. The 
community compost all suitable organic waste it can, which is 
then used on site.

One of Milltown’s workshops has the fi rst compost toilets 
approved by Aberdeenshire Council’s Planning Department.



Newton Dee

Newton Dee has worked to protect the environment since its 
foundation, working with biodynamics in the gardens and 
farms, and through good practices, such as using seasonal 
produce and ingredients in the kitchen.

In 2006 the community installed a wind turbine and several 
solar panels, both thermal and photovoltaic to further reduce 
its carbon footprint. 

Newton Dee has also established a Sustainability Group, 
which ensures the environmental impact is considered in every 
decision taken by the community. This includes working to 
ensure that Newton Dee becomes a recognised ecovillage. The 
group is currently focusing on fi ve areas of work, which are 
energy, waste, food, transport and water.

The community has changed all of its houses and workshop 
to a 100% renewable electricity supplier. This has enabled 
Newton Dee to reduce its carbon footprint by 127 tons a year. 
The community has also installed more renewable energy 
sources since the fi rst installation in 2006, many of which are 
ground source heat pumps.  Newton Dee has also taken steps 
to recycle products which cannot be recycled by the local 
council. 

Ochil Tower School 

Ochil Tower School has been a registered Eco School since 
2009, and the school received its 5th Green Flag in November 
2019. The school is committed to the principles of sustainability 
as outlined in the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. Many 
lessons are linked to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, 
including Waste minimisation, Water, Recycling, Planet Earth, 
Energy, Food and the Environment, Bio-diversity, and Wildlife.

Ochil Tower School runs an organic garden which supplies the 
school with a host of vegetables for its central kitchen and the 
residential houses, and the school is committed to buying local, 
eco-friendly, organic and/or Fair Trade products.

Energy effi ciency is important to Ochil Tower School’s cultural 
values. The school actively reduces food waste, uses its own 
composting and the whole school takes part in the annual 
national initiative of Switch Off Fortnight which creates a 
heightened awareness of electricity usage. The school’s newest 
building heats water from solar energy which generates 
electricity, providing energy back to the grid. We also ensure 
all buildings are energy effi cient through double glazing, 
insulation and the use of heating thermostats. 

‘Reuse and re-cycle’ is an important mantra for everyone 
at Ochil Tower School. The students also participate in litter 
picking in the local community during the annual litter week. 
Some of the school’s furniture is purchased from a local 
Remake charity to reduce landfi ll. A year ago the school also 
took up Eco Bricking to recycle/reuse non-recyclable plastic 
which would otherwise go into landfi ll.

In 2012 Ochil Tower School began its journey to become a Fair 
Trade School, and has been a Fair Trade School since 2014, and 
in 2017 the school received its Fair Achiever School Certifi cate. 



Tiphereth

Based at the foot of the Pentland Hills Tiphereth is a community just 
on the outskirts of the city of Edinburgh, with panoramic views across 
the city and over the Firth of Forth to Fife. Even with its proximity to the 
city centre, Tiphereth retains its connection to the natural environment 
through its ethos and beautiful, semi-rural surroundings. 

Tiphereth has had a strong commitment to environmental issues since 
its founding. Tiphereth has an environmental task force. This meets 
monthly, ensuring that environmental concerns are at the heart of 
the community. This has reduced waste, reduced energy usage and  
increased recycling within the community.

Tiphereth’s social enterprise, Tiphereth Compost & Firewood, provides 
the Edinburgh community with compost, fi rewood, and green waste 
recycling services. The Tiphereth Compost Run collects the green 
waste from the local residents in Colinton, every Tuesday, processing 
what they collect into nutrient rich, high quality compost which is 
loved by local customers and gardeners alike. The process is all done 
by hand, without any chemical additives, and bagged on site by 
Tiphereth’s Quarry Work Group.

Tiphereth’s fi rewood comes from a range of sustainable, UK sources 
with much of it recycled from local land clearances and wood from 
timber projects that would otherwise be wasted. The wood is then 
processed on site in the quarry, and hand netted by the Quarry Work 
Group.

The community practices organic gardening to produce food for its 
own kitchens.

Tiphereth, as a workplace is also dedicated to reducing its carbon 
footprint by using green, renewable energy in its buildings and using 
Change Works, an Edinburgh based company which uses source 
separated recycling, for its waste solutions. Tiphereth is currently 
working on becoming a Cycle Friendly Employer, and is exploring 
the use of electric vehicles. 

As a community Tiphereth has been involved with a tree planting 
initiative, planting over one thousand trees, shrubs, and hedges on the 
estate in the last three years. This has encouraged a larger and more 
diverse range of wildlife to settle in the grounds and has allowed 
Tiphereth to offset the carbon used by the community’s vehicles and 
travel.

Tigh a’Chomainn

Tigh a’Chomainn is committed to working with principles of 
ecological and social sustainability. As an urban community we 
look for ways to engage with the natural world and the built 
environment so as to create a lasting impact that minimises our 
legacy on the environment. 

In practise this means that we leave areas of our gardens to 
grow wild in order to encourage insects, birds and wildlife. 
These wild, seemingly neglected areas provide shelter, creating 
safe pathways through the urban landscape. When we plant 
trees and plants we plant native varieties. Our ducks manage 
the pest control.

We have a programme that focusses on greening our buildings 
including sourcing energy from renewable sources. In 2022 
we will begin to invest in solar energy. Transport is another 
area where we have invested in electric and hybrid vehicles in 
preference to conventional fuel. We also encourage people to 
cycle or take public transport rather than using a car.

We choose consumables from predominantly sustainable 
and green sources. We apply the principles of reduce, reuse, 
recycle. 

We aim to lead by setting an example that anyone can follow 
in our local community.
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