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23rd April 2020 
 
 
The Rt Hon Priti Patel MP 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department 
The Home Office 
2, Marsham Street 
London 
SW1P 4DF 
 
 
Dear Home Secretary 
 
Visa Extension for Social Care Workers 
 
We were very heartened to see your announcement on the 31st March 2020 that, as part of the 
national effort to combat coronavirus, doctors, nurses and paramedics will automatically have their 
visas extended, free of charge, for one year. 
 
We are writing to request that this very welcome initiative be extended to the social care sector, 
including volunteers here under Tier 5 visa arrangements and those with Tier 2 visas. 
 
For Camphill Scotland in particular, international volunteering is a very important issue. Camphill 
communities in Scotland look after around 650 people with learning disabilities and other support 
needs. There are currently around 58 international volunteers in Scotland living in Camphill 
communities. Some volunteers’ visas run out at the end of this month and many of them would be 
glad to stay. The Home Office, however, has extended their visas only until the end of May – 
clearly signalling that the intention is to have them leave as soon as travel restrictions are eased.  
 
This seems short-sighted because the coronavirus will impact on the willingness and ability of 
volunteers to come to the UK for many months if not years to come. We are sure you will agree 
that we should be taking practical steps now to enable those who wish to stay to do so. 
Unfortunately, however, there is a risk of losing them through the current short-term, improvised 
arrangements. 
 
We also wish to draw your attention to those prospective international volunteers who have 
received visas but are not able to travel. As it stands, their visas are currently running out while 
they wait for the coronavirus crisis to ease. We would be very grateful if you could please assure 
these prospective volunteers that they will be able to volunteer for a year from the point at which 
they are able to take up their volunteering role. 
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I’m sure you will appreciate that all the arguments set out apply just as much to those working in 
the sector under Tier 2 (General) visas. 
 
In summary we wish to make the following requests on behalf of the social care sector: 
 

1) That all social care workers, including volunteers, with visas due to expire before 1 October 
2020 should have them automatically extended for one year free of charge.  

2) That written reassurance should be given to those who are unable to take up their role due 
to the crisis that this will not impact on the length of time they are able to volunteer when 
finally they are able to take up their roles. 

 
Thank you very much for your interest in this matter. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 

Neil Henery, Director  
Camphill Scotland 
 

 
Annie Gunner Logan, Director  
CCPS 

 

Ian Welsh OBE, CEO  
The Health & Social Care Alliance  

 

Donald Macaskill, CEO  
Scottish Care 

 

Anna Fowlie, CEO 
SCVO 

 

George Thomson, CEO 
Volunteer Scotland 

        
  

 


